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Adrian Frutiger, Born in 1928, was a Swiss 
contemporary Graphic Designer and 
Typographer. In 2015 he died at the age of 
87, leaving behind his legacy and his influence 
in the Graphic Design world. Frutiger was 
passionate about Typography for all his life, 
creating almost 30 different typefaces, Some 
of his most famous work includes typefaces 
such as Avenir, Univers, Méridien and many 
others. He always embraced the technology of 
his time, from hot metal to phototypesetting 
and digitalisation, he made the most of what 
he had and worked with theses different 
technologies to create his pieces. After 
training as a typesetter in Interlaken, Frutiger 
first worked as a Graphic Designer under 
the influence of Alfred Willimann and Walter 
Häch in Zürich. A year later he joined the 
Denberng and Peignot type foundry in Paris. 
In 1962, Frutiger joined forces with André 
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Gürtler and Bruno Pfäffli founding his own 
Graphic Design studio in Arcueil near Paris. 
In this studio he did commissions including 
logotypes, signage and maps for clients such 
as Air France, IBM and The Swiss Post Office. 

Avenir (meaning “future” in French) was 
designed by Adrian Frutiger and released 
by linotype-hell AG in 1988. It is based 
on two earlier Sans Serif typefaces, Erbar 
and Futura. Frutiger describes Avenir as a 
“Geometric Sans Serif with a human touch, 
unlike the cold mechanical flavour of Futura.” 
Avenir has many humanist features which 
add warmth to the typeface such as the tail 
on the “t” and the “o” not being a perfect 
circle. Avenir is more conventional and legible 
then Futura and has common features such 
as a horizontal tail on the ‘Q’, a squared off 
end to the ‘G’, a double story ‘a’ and a single 

story ‘g’. Compared to Futura, the x-height 
and the apertures are bigger. Whereas V 
shapes (A, M, N, V, W,) are pointed in Futura, 
they are squared off in Avenir.The j and y also 
have curved tails rather than straight. Avenir 
Next was created in 2004 as an updated 
version of Avenir. The differences are only 
small, but the new changes are a new italic 
design and the additions of new weights and 
widths - there was no condensed before. 

The weights throughout Avenir are similar but 
each designed for a different purpose. For 
example, Light and book weights are similar but 
book is most appropriate for text blocks - While 
light is better for adding a contrasting element 
to a heavier weight. Avenir is a popular brand 
identity font used by the web search engine 
AltaVista, the Dallas-Fort Worth Airport, and 
Blue Cross along with many other examples. 
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